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Penelope’s Pen, adapted from the book by Frank Dormer  
Integrating Movement with Language Arts and Social Science 
 
1.  Program description  
“The Obstinate Pen” by Frank W. Dormer, the author and illustrator of “Socksquatch,” is the 

clever story of a pen with a mind of its own, Dormer bridges the gap between youthful precocity 

and adult sophistication, and makes a very good point about artistic inspiration along the way. 

This performance of dance, theatre and music begins in the company of Aunt Pearl, with the 

pesky young Penelope peeking in on Aunt Pearl in search of spontaneous fun.  The doorbell rings 

and Pearl receives a big package from the postman.  Her new pen is inside.  She tries to put down 

his first sentence, “The following story is all true,” but the pen instead forces her to write, “You 

have a big nose.” From this point on, the irreverent pen travels from one grown-up to the next 

impelling each one to write something more honest, and frequently more insulting, than the writer 

intended. These impish remarks are certain to elicit gleeful belly laughs. At last, when the 

opinionated pen meets its match — Penelope who, unlike those before her, both knows and is not 

afraid of her true creative impulses — it surrenders with grace.   

Five to six young dancers will be preselected from the audience to learn a short sequence from 

the ‘dinner scene’ that will then be performed on stage with the company members.    

 
2. Program goals and objectives: 
The purpose of Penelope’s Pen is to inspire students to explore creativity, language arts, and to 

nurture self-expression through movement and the literary arts.  Objectives are to 1.)  Understand 

the message of the book, 2.) Promote creativity and artistic expression, and 3.) Appreciate 

individual methods of expression. The hero of the tale is a fountain pen that has an impudent 

mind of its own. In the hands of any person even remotely not to the pen's liking, it will write 

only such words as it wishes. These, to the delight of the viewer, tend to be both comically candid 

and scathingly insulting. 

The performance of dance, theatre and music takes any sting out of the pen's adventures as it 

makes its way from irate Aunt Pearl ("You have a big nose," the pen tells her, when she tries to 

write, "The following story is all true") to the Cafeteria Lady ("You are a yam-headed organ 

grinder!") to Penelope who we've been rooting for all along. Penelope wants to draw; and the 

temperamental pen, for once, is content to let her. 

The goals are to 1.)  Stimulate the young audience to read, write, and appreciate artistic 

expression, 2.) Engage in the experience of live performance, 3.) Practice being a courteous 

audience member, 4.) To support  peers who perform alongside company members on stage. 

 
Program outline: 
Below is an outline of the performance which highlights the book’s contents.   

Video excerpt can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WqB8Qb6QO8 
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Introduction 
Two room dividers are upstage right, with a writing table and a wicker seat just in front of the 
dividers.  Aunt Pearl is busy trying to ‘think’ about what to write for her next great novel.  
Penelope is interrupting a bit, perhaps distracting from Aunt Pearl’s concentration. 

 

Aunt Pearl Gets Her New Pen   
Music: Mark Sylvester  
 

What Did It Write? 
Music:  Steven Rogers 

 
Outdoors, the Pen Finds the Cafeteria Lady 
Music:  Mick McCauley & Winifred Horan 
 

Priscilla and her dog Poppy 
Music: Mark Sylvester 
 

Cleaning for the Big Party 
Music: Mick McCauley & Winifred Horan 
 

Mrs. Pigeon Discovers a New Toy 
Music:  Steven Rogers  
 

A Fabulous Dinner Party 
Music:  Toby Tenebaurm 
 
The Great Escape! 
Music: Mark Sylvester 
 

Penelope Draws Happily Ever After 
Music: Mark Sylvester 
 

3. Relationship to core curriculum: 

 
Examples for how this material may be used for Language Arts/English related goals and 
Standards of Learning in K-5: 
K.1 The student will demonstrate growth in the use of oral language. 

a) Listen to a variety of literary forms, including stories and poems. 
b) Participate in choral speaking and recite short poems, rhymes, songs, and stories 

with repeated patterns. 
c) Participate in creative dramatics. 
e) Recognize rhyming words. 
f) Generate rhyming words in a rhyming pattern. 

 
1.1, 2.7 The student will continue to demonstrate growth in the use of oral language. 

c) Participate in a variety of oral language activities, including choral speaking and 
reciting short poems, rhymes, songs, and stories with repeated patterns. 
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d) Express ideas orally in complete sentences. 

 

4.7 The student will write effective narratives, poems, and explanations. 

e) Utilize elements of style, including word choice and sentence variation. 

f) Write rhymed, unrhymed, and patterned poetry. 

 

PRE AND POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITY 

1.  A Story to Tell.   

”I am an ECCE student who has just finished her practicum at a daycare center, and I'm 

telling you, that this has been a favorite book of mine since it came out. I read this book for 

one of my circle times and the children were quiet with anticipation wondering what was 

going to happen next and were very pleased when Penelope saved the day. I think the book 

has a good lesson to be learned from it. As someone who has been ostracized, I feel this is a 

good book for children to learn to stand up for themselves and not be ashamed of what they 

are or what they have that is different.” 

 

2. When, Where and How Writing Exercise Explore where you live and your neighbors of 

varying age, of different occupations.  Do your best to write about the varying differences and 

how those differences enrich the community  Write about a time when you were brave or when 

you came to the aid of a neighbor in need. 

 

3.  Interactive Explorations and Physical Story Telling  

Find a vocabulary of movement inspired by a drawing you’ve made.  Explore how different 

feelings are represented in your body without saying a word.  Work with a partner to share your 

movements.  Put the movements in a linear order giving your physical story telling a beginning, 

middle, and end.  How can you arrange your story in the space or in relationship to each other or 

to the audience?  

  

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 

 

The Mouse of Amherst by Elizabeth Spires 

Creative Dance For All Ages by Anne Green Gilbert 

Teaching the Three R’s by Ann Green Gilbert 

The Big Meow by Elizabeth Spires 

 

Artists whose work appears in the show: 

Mark Sylvester, composer: http://www.marksylvester.net/ 

Steven Rogers, composer: http://www.stevenrogers.us/Steven_Rogers/home.html 

 

 


